Member Profile for October 2006—Jane Allison
At the end of 2005,  Jane Allison retired from her distinguished thirty-one year career as the Administrator for the Family Medicine Department of the Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center.  As the only administrator to manage the Family Medicine Department in it's existence, Jane charted the course of growth for this large segment of the medical school from the ground up. 
Jane moved to Lubbock in the ninth grade.  After Jane's mother became a widow, she decided to moved her young family from San Angelo to Lubbock on the basis that Texas Tech University would be a good influence on her children.  Little did her mother know at the time, what a significant influence Jane would come to have on Texas Tech University's medical school.   
Although Jane grew up in Lubbock, her husband was from Wichita Falls and they lived there in the first years of their marriage.  Moving back to Lubbock was the last thing on her mind for two reasons.   One, Jane thought she would live the rest of her life in Wichita Falls.  And two, Jane was soon to replace the retiring general manager of the Wichita Falls Symphony.  Needless to say, Jane was not overjoyed when she learned the news that her husband's new job required them to move back to Lubbock.  

On a whirlwind weekend trip to Lubbock to buy a house, Jane told her husband, Wayne, that it was insane to buy a house in a day and a half.  So instead of buying right a way, they rented an apartment and headed back to Wichita Falls.  And what a smart decision that turned out to be, because the following day was the devastating tornado on May 11, 1970. 

Soon after they moved to Lubbock in June of 1970, Jane began working in the Texas Tech College of Business graduate office.   During her three years there, the medical school was in the early stages of development.  Many of those involved with the new medical school were taking graduate classes in the College of Business.  Through those contacts, one event led to another and Jane was offered the position of being the first administrator over the Family Medicine Department at the new Texas Tech University School of Medicine (the Health Sciences Center came later).

Jane held the same position, but had a variety of title changes, as the Family Medicine Department and medical school grew over the years.  During her career, campuses were added in Amarillo, El Paso and Odessa.  In addition, the School of Nursing, the School of Pharmacy, and the School of Allied Health were added to Texas Tech's  Health Sciences Center.  Jane enjoyed participating on the building committee that assisted with the design of  the current Health Sciences Center building space, as well as, the new addition that is currently being constructed today.   

Outside of her main job responsibilities, Jane helped establish the Association for Family Medicine Administrators twenty-two years ago.  Her founding work is honored by the organization  with an annual lectureship in her name.  When the organization began, there were 52 members.  The organization has now grown to include 380 members from across the United States and Puerto Rico.
After her official retirement, Jane continued to work half time for the Department of Family Medicine on special projects until the end of  July 2006.  She is now ready to embark on her next career. 

Jane plans to be a consultant for Family Practice Residency programs around the country and give motivational speeches.   With many presentations under her belt, she is well qualified for speaking based on that experience alone.  But Jane also pulls experience from her past as a Speech and Drama major.   

Not one to start small, Jane already has a distinguished speaking engagement booked.   She has been invited to speak at the Annual Residency Assistance Program Workshop of the American Academy of Family Physicians.  She is the first non-physician asked to speak to this group of  900 to 1,000 family physicians, program directors, nurses and resident physicians.  

In addition to a stellar career, Jane has a stellar family.   She and Wayne will celebrate their fiftieth wedding anniversary next summer in 2007.  They have three grown children and six grandchildren.   

Their daughter, Jana, is an elected district attorney for Wise and Jack counties.  Jana and her husband live in Decatur, Texas and have two sons, ages 9 and 12.  

Their son, David, is a licensed professional counselor with a private practice here in Lubbock.  He is in the final stages of completing his doctorate degree.  David and his wife have two daughters, ages 20 and 18.   They also have a son, age 25, who has a special story of adopting the family when David was with the Texas Boys Ranch. 

Their youngest son is Don.  He and his wife live between Wilson and Slaton.  Don works for Grant Works, an organization that assists communities with populations 25,000 and under, to obtain development grants.   You may know Don as "Donnie Allison".  He is active in many musical performances at the Cactus theater.

All of her children are musical and her husband has an extensive music collection.   It is so extensive that he is regularly called upon by the Cactus theater when they are unable to locate particular song lyrics anywhere else.  

Jane says, that when it comes to music, her best role is being an audience member.  But public speaking is a different story, so please contact Jane for her available speaking dates and topics.  
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